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INTRODUCTION
In the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:1-2, John 1:14)
We have one of the most incredible privileges as people of faith. We
know the outcome of our future. Praise God, our life will not end here
but will continue throughout eternity. We have a living hope through
the resurrection of Christ. As we commemorate this Advent Season,
we celebrate hope, love, joy, and peace of knowing we are secured
with the promise of Christ appearing.
May these intimate moments of meditating on God's word during
this Advent season give you great joy. While waiting and
anticipating the promise return of Christ.
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HISTORY OF AVENT
Advent derived from the Latin word “adventus”, the word advent
means “arrival” or “coming”. In this instance, it is used to indicate
set time(s) during the month of December to commemorate the
coming of the Messiah in Jesus Christ. Advent, is a season of
expectation, celebration, and hope, connected to the birth of the
prophesied Messiah and the promise of Christ’s subsequent
ministry.

THE ADVENT WREATH
Advent wreaths were originally fashioned out of evergreens, twisted
together in a circle to symbolize continuous life across the seasons, from
the death of winter to the new life of spring. Naturally, this earthly
symbolism also points to the spiritual symbolism of newness and the
promise of eternal life and salvation offered through the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ (John 3:16). “The circular nature of the wreath, similar to a wedding
ring or band, is further meant to reflect the unending love of Christ and
eternal life offered through salvation.
Holly leaves, berries, and seeds are sometimes added to the Advent wreath
as well. Holly leaves can be prickly and therefore used to represent the
crown of thorns placed on Jesus’s head during his crucifixion. Berries, which
are typically red, also point to Christ’s sacrifice and the blood shed for sins.
Pinecones, seeds, and nuts are also placed within the wreath as a symbol
and promise of new life. Together, the elements of the Advent wreath reflect
the new life and eternal salvation offered through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ,” who we now celebrate.

ADVENT CANDLES
Advent is derived from the Latin word “adventus”, the word advent
means “arrival” or “coming”. In this instance, it is used to indicate a
set time(s) during the month of December to commemorate the
coming of the Messiah in Jesus Christ. Advent is a season of
expectation, celebration, and hope, connected to the birth of the
prophesied Messiah and the promise of Christ’s subsequent
ministry.
In almost all Advent traditions, the lighting of candles is also a
prominent feature of each week’s commemorative celebration.
Each candle is lit on one of the four Sundays leading up to
Christmas. The color of these candles can vary, but it is common
that the first, second, and fourth candle is purple, while the third
candle is rose-colored, red, or a pinkish hue. In some cases, all the
candles are red, blue, or white, and often, a fifth white candle is
placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Day itself. In
most traditions, the lighting of the four candles is meant to be done
as a family and will often be used to reflect on the hope, faith, joy,
peace, light, and purity that came into the world with the gift of the
Messiah.

DAILY MEDITATION

“And again, Isaiah says, the word of God shall
spring up, one who will arise to rule over the
nations; in him the gentiles shall hope.”
(Romans 15:12-13)
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-6-

WEEK OF HOPE
Hope gives us an optimistic yearning while God works out every detail
that threatens to overcome our lives. Disaster, disease, and pestilence
become God's opportunity to reveal His amazing grace and glory. Even
when it appears impossible for you, it is not impossible for God.
We can have hope because God is faithful and will keep the promises, He
made to us. "And again, Isaiah says, the word of God shall spring up, one
who will arise to rule over the nations; in him the gentiles shall hope."
(Romans 15:12-13)

www.corchurch.org

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022
The Oxford dictionary defines hope as “a feeling of expectation and desire
for a certain thing to happen; a feeling of trust.” Take a moment and
reflect on the last thing you hoped for. The Bible says in Hebrews 11:1, “Now
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen.” In essence, hope starts in the dark and faith is the evidence or as
the scripture says the “substance” (i.e., output) of hope.
It may be easy to get distracted, feel uncertain, or lose hope because of
the turmoil we see in the world - sickness, death, economic turndown,
social injustice, wars, and political unrest, but the Bible says in Ephesians
1:19 -20, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so that you
may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious
inheritance in his holy people and his incomparably great power for us
who believe…”We have been given an inheritance of hope and power. We
have the power to speak life to our circumstances and believe through
faith that things will change. God can do exceedingly and abundantly
more than we could ever ask or think. He has answered our prayers,
made ways out of no way, and continues to prove His love for us over and
over again.
During this Advent season as we reflect on HOPE and our 2022 journey, let
us be reminded of all the wonderful things that God has done in our lives
- the trials He has seen us through, and the victories we’ve won. As we
look to the future, we can rest assured that what God has done before, He
can do again. Even more exciting, He is also able to do a new thing in us,
and he already has a plan (Jeremiah 29:11). To God be the glory for the
things He has done and for the new things He will do in our lives. Keep
hope alive!

Rev. Joy Nicole White
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2022

Psalm 122:1 NRSV
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”
Isaiah 2:3 NRSV
“Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that God may teach us
God’s ways and that we may walk in God's paths’”
"Hope. An expectation or belief in the fulfillment of something desired.
Present hurts and uncertainty over what the future holds create the
constant need for hope. Worldwide poverty, hunger, disease, and human
potential to generate terror and destruction create a longing for
something better.
With so many crises happening around the globe today, many of us
suffer as a result of instability, fear, uncertainty, and a myriad of other
things. "Without hope, we have no reason to move forward.
So, this Advent season, let us say to one another, ” We are glad! We are
glad to be here in this church and community, with this family. It is a
place of joyful hope, and Welcome. It is a place where, together, we can
wait in wondrous anticipation of the kingdom to come.
We pray, as a sign of our hope, our hope that we can be restored – our
faith restored, our strength restored, our Confidence restored, our joy
restored as we watch and wait with all God’s people for the promise to be
fulfilled.”

Rev. Toia Rankin-Flowers
www.corchurch.org
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2022
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living
in the land of deep darkness light has dawned. For to us a child is born,
to us, a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace, there will be no
end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing
and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.”
This is a prophetic word from prophet Isaiah predicting the coming of
Jesus Christ—His role on earth, and his reign eternal. For to us a child is
born, and to us a son is given. God sends his son to the lost, left out, and
least of these living amid darkness, to bring love, light, and uplift to
mankind bound to sin and death, by calling them out of the shadows of
despair, into his marvelous light (1Peter 2:9).
In this Advent season, as we reflect on how far we’ve come by the grace
of God and His mercies that renew daily (Lam 3:22-23), let us remember
to remain steadfast to the hope we have in Jesus and stir up the gifts
within us to be a blessing in our homes, in our communities, with our
families sharing an attitude of expectancy and anticipation for the great
things to come in our lives.
We pray that hope will fill our cups, and our daily lives will be forever rich!

Rev. Robert Wright
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2022
Romans 15:13
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Thirteen years ago this November, my husband and I said, “I do.” “For our
honeymoon, we went to Canada and experienced the beauty of Niagara
Falls. As I stood amazed at the abundance of water flowing over those
cliffs, I remember thinking: God wants us to have the same kind of
overflowing abundance in our lives that we were witnessing at Niagara
Falls!
As believers, we can have the maximum flow of God’s blessings and
enjoy the fulness of life greater than we could ever imagine. This is the
kind of abundant living God designed for us, and it’s the reason Jesus
came to the earth. In John 10:10, Jesus said, “I came that they may have
life, and have it more abundantly.” Truthfully, it’s up to us as to how many
blessings from God we choose to both enjoy and acknowledge! While
many people are enjoying God’s abundance, they are not experiencing
the overflowing, continuous abundance Jesus speaks of in John 10:10. No
matter if you are currently in a state of “plenty’, or in a state of “lack”,
remaining hopeful is key. Remember, there is never a shortage of God’s
resources, but there is often a shortage of activated FAITH on our part.
In this Advent season, let us set our sights to joyfully living in the overflownot just in prosperity, materialism, and in good health, but rather
overflowing with the power of the Holy Spirit overflowing in us and through
us like glorious, never-ending waterfalls!

Rev. Stephanie Butler Adams
www.corchurch.org
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022
“When we think of hope, a very familiar scripture often comes to mind. In
the book of Hebrews 11:1, we find these words, “Now faith is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
What do you hope for during this Advent Season? What are your greatest
aspirations? Do they have more to do with you, or are they focused
outward toward those we love and care about? The scripture from the
book of Hebrews references things hoped for which makes it clear that
we have choices about that in which we place our hope. We can hope
for many things: An end to racial hatred; the eradication of COVID-19;
world peace; an end to homelessness; and the list goes on.
Faith is inextricably linked to hope. The scripture is clear that when it
comes to hope, faith is the enduring object of our desire, the thing we
hope for which there is no substitute. Without hope, our faith cannot be
sustained. Faith reminds us to look beyond the situation as it is to the
condition that it can be. Faith as “assurance” is a powerful sentiment
that provides peace amid anxiety and fear. We need hope to live, survive,
and anchor ourselves in the life and future promised by God.
We must acknowledge that hope carries with it the challenge of
accepting the reality that there are things in life we must wait on. Most
importantly, we must wait on the Lord. Isaiah 40:31 serves as a stark
reminder that, “Those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be
weary, they shall walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
No matter what your desires and hopes are during this Advent Season,
we must keep hope alive as it fuels our ability to continue to run the race
set out for us by our Creator.

Rev. Albert Edwards III
www.corchurch.org
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022
Job 6:8
Oh, that I might have my request, that God would grant what I hope for.

Hope is having confidence and trust and looking forward to something
with the expectation that it will happen. The great American poet Emily
Dickinson said' "Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul,
and sings the tunes without the words, and never stops at all."
Do you find yourself at this very moment surrounded by needs and
nearly overwhelmed with difficulties, trials, and emergencies? Each of
these moments is God's way of providing a vessel for the Holy Spirit to fill.
Do not think of every challenge in life as a curse but as an opportunity for
receiving new blessings and deliverance. The Lord is saying to you, bring
all your concerns here to me. If you firmly hold the vessels of your heart
before Him in faith, pray and wait on the Lord. You will discover God's
grace in ways you had never imagined.
A restless spirit comes to one with anxious thoughts and nervous energy
embedded within a person who lacks faith and hope. A content person's
heart believes that some promises are deferred but always answered.
Trust God! Every promise of God is meant to give you hope and
encouragement. Patience is the key to every prayer. Let God work on the
details of your request. Keep your hope, wait patiently, and meditate on
the inspired Word of God.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2022
Romans 5:2-7 NIV
“Through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which
we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so,
but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to
us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ
died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person,
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.”
Often in life, we are faced with adversities that easily overwhelm us and
deplete our strength. Whenever we allow unforeseen circumstances to
control our lives, it leads to depression, hopelessness, and despair. This is
not something we have to live with. We can choose to remain hopeless,
or we can choose to search for hope.
If we want hope, we must trust our hearts, by having faith and
confidence in the Lord. When we begin to refocus on Jesus. Hope will be
found. Jesus is our hope for today and for tomorrow.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson

www.corchurch.org

2022
-14-

DAILY MEDITATION

While no one knows what the future holds, we
know who owns the future
Hold on to your Hope!
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DAILY MEDITATION

The best defense against the enemy is a person who
demonstrates the fruit of the spirit of love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23)
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WEEK OF PEACE
Philippians 4:4-49 (NIV)
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever
you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me— put it
into practice. And the God of peace will be with You.
Philippians 4:4-49 (NIV)

www.corchurch.org
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022

You can often tell what mattered most to a person by what they leave
behind when they depart this life - home, money, jewelry, heirlooms, land
and the list goes on. These things are of such value to the individual that
they identify to whom their prized possessions will be given, also known
as the beneficiary. Sometimes before an individual departs this life, they
have a chance to share their wishes for their beneficiary; as was the case
for Jesus in the Gospel of John 14:27. Jesus shares with His disciples
before going to the cross, “Peace I leave with you. The peace I give to you;
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.
The Lord specifically says that His peace is not like the world. The world’s
peace is contingent upon our circumstances. The peace that He gives is
different. It is not dependent on our circumstances. God’s peace is why
Jesus was able to go into a deep sleep, in the middle of a storm, at the
bottom of the ship, when it was taking on water, and everyone around
him was in utter panic. God’s peace caused the wind and the waves to be
still.
During this Advent season as we reflect on PEACE and our 2022 journey,
let us be reminded that throughout scripture, peace is synonymous with
God’s character. Gideon refers to God as Jehovah Shalom…The Lord our
Peace and John 16:33 says, “These things have I spoken to you, that in me
ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world.” As believers, we are overcomers in Christ, with an inheritance of peace. Rest in the peace of God.

Rev. Joy Nicole White
www.corchurch.org
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022
Luke 3:4-6
“As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet the voice of
one calling in the wilderness, prepare the way for the Lord, make straight
paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made
low. The crooked road shall become straight the rough ways smooth.
And all people will see God’s salvation.”
Our lives can quickly become cluttered with noise and distractions. Take
the time to breathe and make room for peaceful moments of quietness
and rest. Peace embodies God’s perfection and power to excel above the
chaos, conflict, and strife in our lives and the world.
From the moment we were born, each step we take, every road we travel,
and the circumstances and experiences we encounter are all
orchestrated by God, as a conductor directs each musical arrangement,
the Holy Spirit orchestrates our lives and assists us in doing the will of the
great composer, God.
We are God’s masterpiece. Our part is to take what the Lord has given us;
our spiritual gifts, our abilities our personalities, and experiences and
utilize them for the work and ministry of Christ Jesus. When we are in
harmony with God, the peace of God will surpass our own understanding.

Rev Ralph E. Williamson

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022
Isaiah 11:9-10
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth
will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.
“We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah spoke of. We are the
ones who are now called to stand as a signal to the world, to all of
creation, that peace is the will of the one who created us. Peace is the
knowledge of the Lord that we proclaim from sea to sea.”
Matthew 3:1,2, 8 NRSV
“In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea
proclaiming. “Repent for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” And
“bear fruit worthy of repentance”
“We light this candle, the candle of proclaimed peace, in part to remind
ourselves that we are a people rising toward God’s promise. But we also
light them as a sign to the world, an announcement there are some who
hold on to hope and there are some who work the ways of peace.”

Rev. Toia Rankin-Flowers

www.corchurch.org
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022
Luke 2:8-14
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests.
Luke tells the story of Jesus’s birth. The news is so significant, as well as
groundbreaking; an angel of the Lord is sent from heaven to share with
shepherds living in the fields that something good and wonderful
happened. Today, prophesy is being fulfilled. A child is born to us a son is
given, the government will be on his shoulders (Isa 9:6), and he can be
found wrapped in cloths lying in a manger (Luke 2:12).
God grants salvation and deliverance to earth through the birth of his
son! The birth of Jesus is the beginning of change and reformation for
mankind. It is out with the old, and in with the new, from an old covenant
to a new covenant, from living under the yoke of the law to walking by
faith in Christ Jesus (Eph 2:8-9).
On this Advent Sunday, as we reflect on the birth of Jesus remember
God’s promises of peace through Jesus to you, your family, your
community, and the world. Jesus is our peace in a storm, and our
sanctuary during trouble, and if we concentrate on Him, our mind and
heart will be at perfect peace (Isa 26:3).
We pray that peace enters our daily life, and remove all doubt, fear, worry,
and anxiety, that we might get to experience the kind of perfect peace
that surpasses all understanding.

www.corchurch.org
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022
We are all too familiar with the words Jesus uttered before He ascended
into heaven where He sits at the right hand of God the Father. Jesus said,
“Peace be with you.” In fact, after His resurrection, Jesus made many
visits, including 11 of His disciples during which He repeated this
statement. It was common during this period to greet one’s friends and
neighbors with these words as they represented assurance that God’s
peace would always be with them.
If we were to go deeper into the meaning of peace, we would find that the
birth of Christ Jesus ushered into the world a peace that had not been
experienced before. This peace set the world on a trajectory to feel and
embrace it through the embodiment of a King. Scripture tells us that, “The
angels in heaven rejoiced and worshiped the newborn Christ, saying,
“Glory to God and on earth, peace.” God was highly glorified in sending
his Son. The Christmas angels saw this glory and revealed it to the
shepherds so that we, too, could see it (Luke 2:14).
The peace of God is available to us 24/7. This is why Jesus came–to be
our peace on earth. “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is
not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned
already because they have not believed in the name of God's one and
only Son” (John 3:17-18).
Embrace the peace of God through Christ Jesus during this Advent
Season. “And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7.

Rev Albert Edwards III

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2022
Philippians 4:6-7
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.”

The peace of God in us enables us to experience the kind of joy that is not
dependent on external circumstances. The calming of the storms of life
by the Holy Spirit in us has the power to cure us of anxiety, depression,
panic attacks, and overall worry—especially when we worry about things
that we cannot change. Oftentimes, “super-Christians” will declare that
worrying exhibits a lack of faith. However, I believe that worry is the enemy
of peace, and choose not to engage with it.
In this life, there are a multitude of things in our world that we should and
must be concerned about—we are human. Yet, as Believers, we must rely
upon the weapon in our arsenal that catapults us into confidence that
can only come through a relationship with God and reliance on His Word,
and that weapon is GRATITUDE.
The Scriptures have a way of reinforcing truth while placing a spiritual
hedge of protection around us—even when the enemy hurls accusations
and intimidation in our direction. That is why I love Philippians 4:6-7! The
directive Paul gives is so simple, yet so profound: Instead of being anxious
or overly concerned to the point of worry, PRAY and talk to God about it!
And as the dialogue evolves between you, the Lord, and the Holy Spirit,
imagine Him creating a supernatural force field around your heart AND
your mind. That, my friends, is the peace that Paul says “transcends our
human understanding”. Every time we question, doubt, or fail to walk in
the fullness of whom God created us to be, our inner spirits cannot truly
be at peace. So, in this Advent season BE YOU! Then watch God position
you and your new-found peace to live righteously within ourselves,
among our brothers and sisters, and with God.

www.corchurch.org
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2022
1 Thessalonian 5:15-23
Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do
what is good for each other and for everyone else. Rejoice always, pray
continually, and give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not treat prophecies with contempt
but test them all; hold on to what is good, and reject every kind of evil. May God
himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The last word in a heated discussion will not have the same impact as a
peaceful act of kindness. Those who live above the fray do not yield to
verbal attacks and abuse from others. They humble themselves before
God and let the Lord take charge.
When the storm was raging in the sea, Jesus spoke to the winds and the
waves, "peace be still, and the wind and waves obeyed Him." As salt is
sprinkled on food to enhance its flavor. Sugar is used to remove bitterness
and sweeten the taste. "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty,
give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on
his head." (Romans 12:20)
Humility is a conscious act of surrendering oneself to the Lord. When our
focus becomes Christ-centered and not self-center. Our peaceful act of
humble kindness will have a long-lasting impression on the lives of
others. Peace is always an option.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson
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PRAYER

O God of Peace,
open our hearts to receive your transcending light of peace.
Encourage our thoughts with your eternal peace
as we prepare for the hour of Christ's appearing, when he shall
come to judge the living and the dead.

www.corchurch.org
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DAILY MEDITATION

Do not allow your physical environment or otherwise to steal
your joy in the Lord. No matter how challenging the task might
appear, there is nothing that you cannot do.

We serve a God that is able and qualify to tear down walls of
adversity. Through his power, we can conquer fear and doubt.
Through Jesus Christ, God can keep us from falling and present
us before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy!
www.corchurch.org
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WEEK OF JOY

The supreme test of faith in God is our obedience. Obedience and faith
are the key ingredients to our blessings. Sometimes our faith must be
challenged to realize that we are nothing without the Lord. When we act
freely, we are not moved by the voice of God but rather by our own will.
When we act in obedience to the will of God, to do the things that are
pleasing and acceptable to God, we are blessed with unspeakable joy.
Let the joy of the Lord fill your heart, mind, and spirit during this Advent
Season.

www.corchurch.org

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022

Have the competing priorities of parenting, caring for loved ones, managing a
career, volunteering, serving, or a host of other responsibilities or life challenges
caused you to feel tired, feeling weak, or drained? Have you been unable to
spend time doing things that fill your soul? Perhaps you are managing
everything well, but no longer find happiness in the things you once did. And
finally, maybe things are going seeming well, but happiness seems to be
elusive, and you are not sure why.
As we ponder the above, let’s pause parenthetically to review the definitions of
happiness and joy. Oxford defines happiness as a state of being happy. Joy is
defined as a source or cause of delight. Happiness comes from the outside,
while joy comes from within. The Bible says in Nehemiah 8:10, ”…the joy of the
Lord is your strength.” No joy, no strength. Know joy, know strength. Joy is a gift
from God. As believers, it is part of our inheritance and the more we trust in him,
the more he fills us with His joy. Because joy comes from our Heavenly Father, it
is not influenced by our circumstances. Even amid a storm, we can have joy,
and that joy in Christ gives us the strength we need to endure.
During this Advent season as we reflect on JOY and our 2022 journey, let us be
reminded of the power of God’s joy in our lives, and the opportunity we have to
spread that joy to others not just during this season but all year long, that
believers and unbelievers alike may experience the strength that comes with
God’s great joy!

Rev. Joy Nicole White
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022
Isaiah 35:1-2, 8, 10
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and
blossom; like the crocus. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and
singing . . . A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no traveler, not
even fools, shall go astray . . . And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall
obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.” “The prophet
Isaiah tells us about the joy of ascending to God’s house. The prophet tells us to
imagine being set free, being unburdened, being released to live, to fully live in
the grace and wonder of life itself, surrounded by those who love us like no one
else. And then he tells us that the journey to get there is just as much joy.”2
The Psalmist says “Happy are these whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the Lord . . . who made heaven and earth . . . who keeps faith . . . who
executes justice . . . gives food . . . sets prisoners free . . . opens eyes . . . lifts up . . .
watches over . . . uphold. . . The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all
generations. Praise the Lord!” (Psalm 146)
“We light this candle, of deep and everlasting joy, as a sign that we are those
who walk with a skip in our step because we can see the destination, and it is
pure joy. We are ascending to God’s promise

Rev. Toia Rankin-Flowers
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022
Matthew 2:10-11
“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.”
The book of Matthew also known as one of the synoptic gospels describes an
event that took place after Jesus’s birth. A star shines over the house where
Mary and the child lie down. When the shepherds saw the star, they became
overjoyed and went into the house. They saw Mary with her baby Jesus, and
they proceeded to bow down and worship Him presenting him with gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, acknowledging him as King of kings and Lord of
lords, (1Tim 6:15).
Matthew recounts, the shepherd’s impression of seeing a star shine over the
place of Jesus birth as Joy! Joy, not to be confused with happiness is the
feeling of hope and comfort that no matter how dark the current situation is,
everything, in the final analysis, will be all right because God is faithful, and he
will ultimately work it out for our good (Gen 50:20). Trouble don’t last always,
many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them out of them
all (Psa 34:19), weeping may endure for a night, but Joy comes in the morning
(Psa 30:5)! The scripture reminds us that God has not forgotten about us, He
always keeps his word, and we can be joyful and confident that our future is
always bright in Him.
On this Advent Sunday let us reflect on the joy and the Holy Spirit that God gives
to all, which bring hope and comfort to our daily lives. The Joy of the Lord is our
superpower from God because it is in our darkest hour that our Joy in the Lord
brings us strength (Neh. 8:10), and it is this superpower that we activate the joy
bells to overcome the world.
We pray that the Joy of the Lord will continue to ring bells in your heart and soul
eternal, and nothing will ever take it away.

Rev. Robert Wright
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022
Joy in the World! Joy in You and Me!
God is good–not just some of the time–but all the time. And the constant, everpresent goodness of the God of our salvation should cause great joy for all
believers. The human condition leads us to believe that we experience joy in
periods of delight and happiness–that if everything is good and going well,
then we must be in the presence of joy.
The reality is that life is hard and we struggle with storms that cause great
turbulence in our lives. When the turbulent storms of life come and everything
isn’t good does it mean we no longer have joy? The answer is Yes! Yes, because
Nehemiah 8:10 records these words: “The joy of the Lord is my strength.” It is the
strength of the Lord that helps us to get through the storms, through Christ
Jesus, and that is where we find real joy.
The real joy that is available to us is in the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Our real joy is
not of the flesh—it is not the feeling of happiness. Our real joy is what we
experience with God. It’s the deep, spiritual assurance through a relationship
with the Father, in the name of Jesus, that helps us with the problems of
everyday life–issues of health, finances, and relationships, because we know
that Jesus is carrying us through it.
During this Advent Season, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.”
Romans 15:13

Rev. Stephanie Butler Adams

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022
Psalm 30:5
“For his anger endures but a moment; in his favor is life: weeping may endure
for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.”
The Bible doesn’t preach joy because everything goes right in our lives all the
time. Much of Scripture shows us stories of heartbreak and struggle, in many
cases because God’s people have fallen away from Him and oftentimes have
chosen to make bad decisions that they regret later. Who among us has never
experienced loss, disappointment, the hand of correction, or the repercussions
of our own wrongdoing?
Scriptures display a cyclical pattern continuously repeating of God’s provision,
the people abandoning faith in Him, harm or evil befalling them, the people
repenting of their sin and calling out to God, and His deliverance and provision
returning to them; a repetitive pattern of hills and valleys throughout the pages
of Scripture; something R&B singer Frankie Beverly would refer to as “Joy & Pain,
like Sunshine & Rain.”
Throughout the Bible, we are commanded to rejoice in the Lord (Philippians 4:4,
1 Thessalonians 5:16) and to recognize Him as the source of our joy and
strength (Nehemiah 8:10). We’re even admonished to “Count it all joy when you
meet trials of various kinds, knowing that the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness”. (James 1:2) However, for many of us, this is easier said than
done! No matter our individual heartaches and heartbreaks, the wonderful
thing about having a true relationship with God through Jesus Christ is His vast
capacity to forgive, restore, renew, and move on.
When Jesus died on the cross and was buried, some of the women who were
His followers mourned as they walked to His tomb to prepare His body to lie in
state. But then, they were met by an angel who told them the joyful news that
He was no longer dead, but alive! Imagine the exhilaration that filled their souls
as they ran from the tomb and told the other disciples what they had seen!
One moment, they were filled with grief. The next, unspeakable joy!
This Advent season, I pray that God restores your joy and changes your
situation for the better—suddenly!

Rev Albert Edwards III
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022
Psalms 28:7
“The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and he helps
me. My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him. “
There is joy in knowing Jesus is in your life, and you are not alone. Every
moment in life is not designed to be the same. There are moments of grief,
sorrow, and sadness to contend with, as well as joy, peace, and happiness. The
only way to find joy in each moment is to include the Lord. No matter what it
looks like or what you are going through, you will never have to worry about
what the Lord can and will do. The joy of the Lord will be your strength.
No one is exempt from life traps, even the strongest fall. It is only the grace of
God that redeems and delivers us all. If you want the hand of God to lift you out
of your current dilemma before you act, give God a chance. Joy comes to
those who allow God the opportunity to work things out. If you give your worries,
concerns, and trials to the Lord. They will become a welcome opportunity for
God to reveal His grace and glory in ways you have never known.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022
JAMES 1:2-7
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you
ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. That person should not expect
to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and
unstable in all they do.
It makes no difference to the Lord who you are; every situation in your life
becomes a resource of experiences to draw from. They are meant to fulfill your
mission and purpose. Even when you are tempted and tried, if you are faithful
to God, you can count it all joy. No matter what happens, it is for the glory of
God. There is joy in knowing Jesus is in your life, and you are not alone.
Take time to look to the heavens and discover the joy of the marvelous light
that shines in the dark moments of our lives. A believer's joy is to know Jesus. If
Jesus is not the focus of your life, something is missing.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson
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DAILY MEDITATION

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but to save the world through him.
(John 3:16-17)
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WEEK OF LOVE
Proverbs 10:12
"Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all transgressions".
Understanding the power of God’s love allows us to maximize our
potential, expand and discover new ministries, and enable us to call into
existence that which seems to be impossible. We must strive not only to
understand and comprehend the power of love; we must keep it high
and lifted up. Higher than our desire to conquer others. We must
promote success and not failure; unity, not division; peace not violence;
reconciliation not vengeance; understanding not animosity; trust not
dissension; compassion not abandonment; acceptance not rejection;
and love, not hatred. Our plans in life must be big enough to include God
and large enough to include others. Our greatness is not determined by
how we measure up to the world; but to the love of God, that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
Therefore, God and Love can be used interchangeably in this reading. Love is
unfailing. Love forgives. Love covers a multitude of sins. Love saves. Love
restores.
Love became flesh and dwelt among us. Love heals. Love saves. Love delivers
and sets free. Love went to the cross, bled, and died so that we might be saved
and have eternal life. (1 John 4:8).
What does Love require of us? Love asks us to love. Love with all of our heart, all
our mind, and all of our soul (Luke 10:27). Love asks us to love one another just
as much as we love ourselves (Leviticus 19:18). Love asks us to do everything in
love. (I Corinthians 16:1). How does Love operate? 1 John 3:13 answers this
question clearly, “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with
actions and in truth.” So love in action is patient, humble, selfless, and kind. It
doesn’t get easily upset.
Love doesn’t keep a score of rights and wrongs. It celebrates the truth. Love
protects and trusts. It hopes and perseveres. Love never fails. (I Corinthians 13:4
- 8). How’s your love life?
During this Advent season as we reflect on LOVE let us be reminded of the
unfailing and unconditional Love of God. His love is better than life! (Psalms
63:3). His love carries us from day to day. His love provides us with grace and
new mercies. His love gives us a place we can run to when our lives become
overwhelming, and we need a place to rest and belong. His love looks beyond
all our faults and sees our needs. His love is what the world needs now. Let
God’s love to shine brightly through us so that men, women, and children might
be drawn to this amazing Love.

Rev. Joy Nicole White
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022
The Power of Love
Isaiah 7:14 NRSV
Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the LORD
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isaiah 7:11 NRSV). But
when the king refused, God would not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son
and shall name him Immanuel”
“God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God wants us to
experience God’s presence, even when we think we can handle life on our own.
God sends us signs of God’s presence with us; all we need to do is keep our
eyes open and look.”3
1 Corinthians 13:1, NIV
“If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.”
“We light this candle, the candle that speaks of God's love, and be encouraged
that no matter our circumstance, we know we are not alone.”4 We love
because God first loved us.
As we move forward, through this Advent season let us be reminded that;
"Without hope, we have no reason to move forward, and then to know that
without joy, we are vacant wanderers. Without peace, we give chaos control.
As Paul tells us, without love, we are but a sounding brass".

Rev. Toia Rankin-Flowers
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2022

I John 3:16-19

The Love of God

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his
Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of
God’s one and only Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but
people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.”
The Gospel of John is written by Jesus’s disciple John, who is known as the
beloved disciple, so it is quite fitting he would share a message of love. God is
love, and no other disciple captures this sentiment better than John. For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believe in
him will not perish, but have everlasting life. God left his kingdom in heaven,
and through the birth of Mary enters earth in the form of flesh and lived among
us (Jn 1:14), to save us and offer eternal life to us in a dying world
demonstrating for us what it really means to love. In addition, John reveals
God’s heart as a kinsman—rich in charity, benevolence, faithfulness, and an
unwavering love toward mankind.
In this Advent season, remember the first and greatest commandment from
God, Love the Lord our God with all our mind, heart, soul, and strength. The
second commandment is like it, we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. On
these two commandments hang all the law, and the Prophets (Matt 22:37-40).
We are God’s brand ambassador, and we must allow the patience, kindness,
and sweetness of God’s love to shine through wherever we go. Everyone should
have the opportunity to experience God’s love, and they can when we put it on
display!
We pray that God’s love will fill our hearts with patience, empathy and
compassion for those who are near to us, as well as those who are far from us
that we might truly be his disciples, and forever bring glory to his name.
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022
What’s Love Got to Do With It? The answer is Everything!

As the Advent Season comes to a close, we celebrate the theme of love.
Nothing in the holy Bible is more illuminating about love than the scripture
found in John 3:16, which reminds us of the immense love of our Heavenly
Father, “16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” The gift of God in
the form of Jesus changed the direction of humankind and the trajectory of the
history of the world for eternity.
God’s plan for each of us is unique and divinely ordained. The one constant in
our life’s plan, the one thing that keeps us connected to one another and to
God is love. Without love, we cannot exist in a positive, forward-moving state.
Without love, we no longer have the capacity to show empathy, care for one
another, pray for one another, and to worship the God of our Salvation. None of
these things would be possible.
Jesus calls us to love our neighbor in Mark 12:30-31 where it reads, 30 “And you
must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and
all your strength. 32 The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. No
other commandment is greater than these. So, when you hear the question,
“What’s love got to do with it,” the answer is unequivocal–love has everything to
do with everything!

Rev. Albert Edwards III
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022
y
1 John 4:17-18
“This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment: In this world, we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in
love. But perfect love drives out fear because fear has to do with punishment.
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.”
“Jesus loves me, this I knowFor the Bible tells me so; Little ones to Him belong—they are weak,
but He is strong.
Yes! Jesus loves me. Yes! Jesus loves me. Yes, Jesus loves me, for the Bible tells
me so.”
The love of God is written and well-documented for the entire world to see. His
ways and His acts of love were divinely detailed throughout the Bible just for us
—that we might know what is the depth, breadth, and height of His
unconditional love for all humanity. But, if we were to attempt to replace the
Name of Jesus with anyone else’s name in our familiar Sunday School song
above, we would surely run into conflict.
Although receiving God’s love is risk-free, one’s decision to accept the love
from another human being is full of risks! Even the best, outwardly strong
covenants of love and commitment in relationships are riddled with severe
internal challenges. What then is the answer? Live like Jesus! His heart was
completely and totally given over to the Father, and the Father then gave over
the love of Christ to all humanity.
Knowing that God desires to do his children good and not harm is a confidence
that every Believer should embrace, thus opening themselves up to love. Our
spirit must be aligned with the perfect will of God for our lives—that is, our
personal well-being! If we trust and believe this one simple truth, we can
understand and be assured that “perfect love casts out all fear”.
This Advent season, I pray that you allow the glorious love of God to penetrate
every defense, hurt, mistrust, suspicion, and doubt you may have—allowing you
to be free to give, experience, and receive the gift of love without fear daily.
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2022
The Love of God is in Us!
1 John 4:7-21 (TLB)

“If anyone says, "I love God," but keeps on hating his brother, he is a liar; for if
he doesn't love his brother who is right there in front of him, how can he love
God whom he has never seen? And God himself has said that one must love
not only God but his brother too".
Let us practice loving each other, for love comes from God. There is no
monopoly on the love of God. It is timeless, yet right on time. Love is the
movement of God's Spirit given freely to those who will receive it. Being loving
and kind shows we are children of God. But if a person isn't loving and kind, it
shows that they do not know God—for God is love.
Since God is love, anyone who lives in love is living with God, and God is living in
them. Though we have never seen God, God lives in us. When we love each
other, the love within us grows stronger day by day. Furthermore, God has put
his Holy Spirit into our hearts as proof that we live with him. As we live with him
and demonstrate our love for one another, our love will become more perfect
and complete. The blessing is this, on the day of judgment. We can face Jesus
confidently because the love of God is in us.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2022
God Great Gift of Love
John 13:34
"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another."
Love is the greatest asset we could ever have. Our success in life will not be
determined by how we measure up to the world. It will only be measured by
God through the demonstration of our love. Our plans in life must be big
enough to include God and large enough to include our love for others.
In every endeavor of life, we must strive not only to understand this great gift of
God and comprehend the power of his love. We must keep it high and lifted up.
Higher than our desire to conquer others. We must promote success and not
failure; unity, not division; peace, not violence; reconciliation, not vengeance;
understanding, not animosity; trust, not discord; compassion, not
abandonment; acceptance, and not rejection; more importantly, love, not hate.
As God's hands are always reaching out in love to embrace each of us, we
must do the same ". Words are impressive to those who need to be flattered,
but to those who need love and compassion, words are not enough.
Acts of love and kindness heal wounded spirits, broken hearts, and abused
lives. Take time to understand the need before you speak. It may require you to
move out of your comfort zone into unknown territory.
When Jesus saw that there was a need for a savior. He demonstrated His love
and moved from heaven to earth. Jesus took off His divinity in exchange for
humanity. Jesus gave His life so that we might have eternal life.

Rev. Ralph E. Williamson
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